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Friday 14th January 2022

SEBERT WOOD PARENT/CARER WEEKLY UPDATES
Dear Parents/Carers,
You will be aware that the government has made some important changes to guidance relating to testing and
isolation. With effect from 11 January if your child has no symptoms but tests positive with an LFT they no longer
need to get a confirmatory PCR test. If your child has symptoms, they should still get a PCR test as soon as
possible. In both cases your child will have to remain at home.
From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce their
isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device test on both day 5 and day 6 and
they do not have a temperature. For example, if they test negative on the morning of day 5 and the morning of
day 6, they can return to their education or childcare setting immediately on day 6. The first test must be taken no

earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second must be taken the following day. All test results
should be reported to NHS Test and Trace. If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to
self-isolate until they get negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they have completed 10
full days of self-isolation, whichever is earliest.
Please do not send your child to school if they are unwell and be on the lookout for possible symptoms including
headache, tummy upset/cramps, sickness, sore throat, as well as the typical symptoms - temperature, cough and
loss of taste or smell. If your child does become unwell, please keep them at home.
We do appreciate it can be difficult to keep up with all the changes to guidance so if you have any queries, please
do get in touch so we can clarify.
We have a number of staff who are still isolating and so far we are able to cover these absences with the support
of everyone here. Your understanding under these circumstances is much appreciated.
Have a good weekend and stay safe and well
Mr Peter Dewhurst & all the team at Sebert Wood

YEAR GROUP WEEKLY UPDATES
Year 6

This week the children have really enjoyed becoming immersed in our new topic of the Second World War.
We have been reading ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ this week; the children have been putting themselves into the
main character’s shoes, a young evacuee sent from London to Devon, by writing a diary entry about her experiences so
far. In Computing, we began learning about Morse Code and the children enjoyed sending each other coded messages
using a torch. In History, we looked at the causes of WW2 and who the important leaders were.
We have been really impressed with the enthusiasm with which the children have approached their new SATs revision
books for home learning. If your child is struggling with any of this, please encourage them to come and speak to one of
us before the homework is due in, so we can spend some time going through it together.
This week we have set the following:
English: Fiction – Playground Problem p 2-11 Due: Mon 17th Jan
Maths: Reasoning p 4-14
Due: Fri 21st Jan
Have a good weekend
Year 6 Team

Year 5

The children have settled well back into the routines and lessons of Year 5 again. We have been busy this week
starting our new topics of Russia and materials.
Next week we will be planning and writing poems based on an excellent poem by Pie Corbett called the Cave of
Curiosity. This will involve lots of amazing language skills, including juxtaposition, personification and higher level
vocabulary. We will also be learning about the physical geography of Russia. In PE on Tuesday the children will be taught
dance by Eleanor Ramsden, a qualified dance teacher. We have started to consider parts for the characters of The
Keymaster, our performance for the end of the Spring term. Soon the children will know their characters and have a script
to start learning their lines. In art we will be drawing Russian nesting dolls. Thank you to those of you who have sent
some Russian dolls, these will be really helpful!
Have a great weekend,
Year 5 Team

Year 4

As teachers, even we are still buzzing about what a good week we’ve had! English has been fascinating looking
at information about polar explorers over the years. We used a good website from the Polar Museum in Cambridge that
we thought some of the children might like to further investigate at home so have included the link: https://
www.spri.cam.ac.uk/museum/ . Next week we will continue looking at a few different explorers. Swimming was a huge
success and all the children were smiley once in the water. Art had us all in fits of giggles looking at our funny Andy
Warhol style pictures. Next lesson will be a little calmer with sketching everyday objects. In maths next week we will be
learning about factor pairs, so that homework will be a good choice by the end of the week! We will be grouping and
classifying animals in science and body percussions in music.
We would be very grateful if you could start collecting small, clean recyclables from home such as yoghurt pots, egg
cartons, small boxes and plastic wrappers ready for our DT lessons after half term.
Have a great weekend
Year 4 Team

Year 3

The children really enjoyed learning about teeth this week. See if your child can still remember the names and
functions of the different teeth types.
Next week in Art, the children will paint a picture in the style of Monet. In PSHE, we will continue the unit on personal
safety. In Geography, the children will learn why rivers are important to the environment and how they are affected by
pollution. In Computing, the children will learn how to create short films using imovie. In Music, the children will begin to
compose their own river music. In French, they will learn the days of the week.
Have a great weekend
The Year 3 Teaching Team

Year 2

This week in our topic work we have learned about aboriginal culture. The children look at the history of
aboriginal life and how their ways of living might differ from ours. They also looked at weather and climate in Australia
and were particularly interested in how the seasons are reversed.
In English we have studied fact files about Australia in order to form questions, and undertaken some reading
comprehension. The children also wrote a letter to Captain Cook to inform him about aboriginal life.
In Maths we continue our work on multiplication from before Christmas. A reminder that by the end of Year 2, children
should be able to recite facts from the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. We will practise these many times in class, but children
can also practise them at home using the Times Table Rockstars app.
Please note that all Year 2 pupils who expressed an interest have been given the opportunity to take part in two
gymnastics lunchtime sessions this term with Mrs Palframan, a fully qualified gym coach. If your child is taking part,
you will be notified of the dates when your child’s two sessions will take place. Please look out for an email in case your
child’s session begins this Monday! On the dates you are given, your child will need to come to school wearing their PE
kit (as they would do on a PE day), and will have an early lunch.
Finally – if you have any clean, used kitchen roll tubes at home, please send them in to us next week for an art project.
Have a great weekend, Year 2 Team
The Year 2 Team

Year 1

Next week in Literacy we will be continuing our work on the topic of traditional tales and
reading the story of ‘The Gingerbread Man’. Next week in maths we will be focussing on subtraction.
In science the children enjoyed exploring a variety of materials thinking about the words they could
use to describe them – hard, soft, smooth, rough. Next week we will be outside looking at the
materials that have been used around the school and thinking about why they may have been chosen.
In Computing we are beginning to learn about algorithms and in Music Class 3 enjoyed a concerto by
Bach. Class 4 will do this next week.
We would like to welcome Miss Lougher into Year 1. She will be working alongside the Class 4 teachers.
We also have Mrs Harvey working in both classes on a Wednesday covering teacher non-contact time.
Thank you for hearing your child read at home. It is so important to do this regularly in order to
support your child’s development. Thanks for your support.
Have a lovely weekend. Let’s hope the sun shines next week!
The Year 1 Team

Reception

This week we have been exploring the Wintery World and learning about Antarctica.
We have been looking at maps to see where this is and spoken about the top and bottom of the World
being cold, while the middle (equator) is hot. The children have been writing packing lists of what they
would need to take with them to Antarctica. In PE we went on an Antarctic explorer’s mission to try and
find penguins, we faced some hurdles across the way and will be documenting this next week by writing
story maps of our adventure.
Polite reminder that the doors are open in the morning between 8.45-8.50am.
We hope you have a great weekend,
Reception Team.

Nursery

It’s been a busy week and wonderful to see everyone settling well into Nursery and back into
routines. It’s the start of our Polar Region topic. We have found out information and facts about which
animals live there and have been enjoying many activities…playing in cornflour snow, making a cup penguin,
ice painting, learning a fun penguin song and exploring ice! We will be continuing with this topic further
next week!
Have a brrr-illiant weekend!!!
The Nursery Team

