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Purpose 

At Sebert Wood Primary School, we are committed to providing all children with learning 
opportunities to engage in writing. This policy sets out a framework within which teaching and 
non-teaching staff can work, and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. 

Our Vision 

Writing is integral to all aspects of life and, with this in mind, we endeavour to ensure that 
children develop a healthy and enthusiastic attitude towards writing, which will stay with them 
for the rest of their lives. We want teachers and pupils to enjoy and be passionate about writing 
and for teachers and pupils to have high expectations, which is reflected in the quality of their 
work.  

Intent 

Our aims in writing are that all children will: 

• understand the importance of writing as a means of communication; 

• have a positive attitude towards writing;  

• become independent writers;  

• be able to use punctuation to make meaning clear to their reader; 

• be able to write with confidence and derive pleasure from their ability to do so;  

• be able to write for a variety of purposes and in a variety of genres (including fiction, non-

fiction and poetry);  

• be able to evaluate and edit in order to improve their own writing; 

• recognise that drafting and redrafting is an essential part of the writing process;  

• develop powers of imagination, creativity and expressive language through their writing. 
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Implementation 

Writing in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

In the EYFS, children are encouraged to develop their own emergent writing and their efforts 
are valued and praised. As their phonic knowledge increases in line with the Twinkl 
programme, this will be evident in their writing. At the same time, their knowledge of key 
words and language is supported through reading and writing activities, including shared 
reading and writing adult-focused activities. The basics of how to form a letter, spell a word, 
leave a space, or use a full stop are demonstrated through shared writing opportunities, with 
both teachers and TAs.  A wide variety of opportunities are provided for the children to engage 
in writing activities in both the indoor and outdoor environments. These include:  

 

• engaging writing opportunities linked to a quality text or as part of the whole class 
topic; 

• weekly planned adult focus activities linked to writing;  

• writing for a purpose in role play; 

• opportunities to explore mark making, using a variety of different materials and tools 

• daily fine motor skills (in Nursery, Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle; in Reception, Dough 
Gym). 

 

In EYFS, children will initially begin to learn the fundamentals of ‘The Write Stuff’ approach 
(more detail below), including the visuals of The Write Stuff’s Writing Rainbow, the format of 
‘chotting’ and ‘Sentence Stacking’. This will begin after October half-term, before increasing at 
the start of January to aid their transition into Year 1. 

 
 
Writing in Years 1 to 6 

At Sebert Wood, we have adopted ‘The Write Stuff’ by Jane Considine. ‘The Write Stuff’ 
follows a method called Sentence Stacking where there is an emphasis on vocabulary, 
sentence structure and developing ‘chunks of sense’. 

An individual lesson is based on a sentence model, broken into three learning chunks. Each 
learning chunk has three sections: 

1. Initiate section – a stimulus to capture the children’s imagination and set up a 
sentence. 

2. Model section – the teacher models a sentence(s) demonstrating the thoughts and 
processes of a writer and articulates writing choices. 

3. Enable section – the children write their sentence, following the model. 

Children are challenged to ‘Deepen the Moment’ which requires them to independently draw 
upon previously learnt skills and apply them to their writing during that chunk. 

‘The Write Stuff’ uses three essential components to support children in becoming great 
writers. 
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The three zones of writing: 

The FANTASTICs represent the nine ideas for writing.  These lenses teach children about 
emotions and feelings and the internal workings of characters and people in non-fiction.  As 
writers, children use the FANTASTICs lenses to zoom into how characters are experiencing 
the world. 

The GRAMMARISTICS. The grammar rules of our language system.  These are the tools which 
allow children to be in control of their grammar choices to improve precision and the impact 
of their writing. 

The BOOMTASTICs. The writing techniques to add drama, style and poetic devices to 
writing.  They enable children to showcase their personal voice and writerly style through the 
techniques they use. 

Thinking Side and Writing Side 

Children develop their writing by building vocabulary and phrases using a technique called 
‘chotting’ (chatting and jotting) with a partner. This allows children to work on their writing 
ideas and we emphasise the importance of thinking about their writing ideas and 
vocabulary.  Books are divided into two sides: the thinking side where the ideas and ‘chotting’ 
are recorded and the writing side where children construct their sentences. 

Celebrating the craft and construction of sentences 

A class sentence stack is created to celebrate children’s sentences. This helps children to 
clearly see how a piece of writing is crafted and built before independently writing. 

Independent writing, editing and the published pieces 

At the end of the unit of learning, children apply the skills they have learnt to their own piece 
of independent writing.  After completing their independent piece of writing, the children 
have a dedicated session to edit their work, using the concept of E1 (Revise: spelling, 
punctuation and grammar), E2 (Rewrite: coherency - sentences that do not make sense) and 
E3 (Reimagined – paragraphs requiring more detail) edits. The final stage is to ‘publish’ their 
writing where pupils are given the opportunity to demonstrate their best writing and 
presentation skills. These pieces are put in their Publishing Books, which collates the child’s 
independent writing from their time at Sebert Wood. 

Assessment 

An independent piece of writing will take place at the end of a fiction or non-fiction unit 
studied in class. When assessing writing, teachers will use the Teacher Assessment 
Frameworks for each pupil (Appendix A). Teachers will also be able to use evidence of writing 
from across the curriculum to aid them in making their judgements. To ensure consistency of 
teachers’ assessments, each term two staff meetings will be used to moderate pupils’ work. 
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Firstly, within year groups and then within Key Stages, with the Internal Writing Moderation 
form (Appendix B) filled in and returned to the Writing Lead. 
Impact 

The intended impact of this Writing Policy on our school is: 

• pupils will enjoy writing across a range of genres;  

• pupils, of all abilities, will be able to succeed in all English lessons because work will be 
appropriately scaffolded; 

• pupils will develop a wide vocabulary that they use within their writing; 

• pupils will have a good knowledge of how to adapt their writing based on their 
context and audience;  

• the % of pupils working at age-related expectations within each year group, will be at 
least in line with national averages; 

• the % of pupils working at Greater Depth within each year group, will be at least in 
line with national averages;  

• the will be no significant gaps in the progress of different groups of pupils (e.g. Pupil 
Premium vs non-Pupil Premium). 

Roles and Responsibilities 

The subject is led by the Writing Lead, who will review standards, monitor curriculum 
provision and ensure training and resources are up to date. 

Monitoring 

• Monitoring takes place regularly by the Writing Lead, through sampling children’s work, 
talking to children about writing and lesson observations. Feedback will be given to the 
members of staff, SLT and link governor. 

• Link governors will carry out monitoring visits and activities, and speak to the Writing Lead. 
Information gathered will be reported to the Writing Lead, SLT and the governing body. 
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Appendix A 

EYFS – Early Writing Goals - Writing Assessment 

 

 

  

Termly Guidance 

End of year assessment 
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Appendix B 

Internal Writing Moderation 

 

 

Date:  
Year Group:  
Teachers present (class represented)  

 
 

Decisions Agreed: 

Working Towards  
(Children’s Names) 

 
 

Working at Expected Standard  
(Children’s Names) 

 

 
Working at Greater Depth 
(Children’s Names) 

 
 

Summary of findings/What will you do next as a result of this moderation 
(next steps for children/areas to focus on teaching) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


